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CRAFTON CORNER 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

WELCOME BACK TO THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR. 

 On behalf of the faculty and staff, I would like to welcome you all 

back for another school year.  The summer recess affords us anoth-

er opportunity to thoroughly reflect on the goals that were estab-

lished by our educational team at the beginning of the previous 

school year.   Although many goals were created, the entire faculty 

and staff remained committed to increasing student achievement 

on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment, also known as 

PSSA.  We have not been notified of our school performance num-

bers for the 2015- 2016 school year. The Pennsylvania School Per-

formance Profile information can be found on the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education website.  Individual parent results for 

the PSSA for students in grades 3-6 during the 2015-2016 will be 

sent out in the coming months. If you have any questions regard-

ing your child’s performance, please do not hesitate to contact the 

school.  

With a large enrollment in third grade this year, we now have three 

third grade classrooms. I would like to welcome Ms. Meyers to our 

third grade  team.  



PAWS 200 
What is PAWS 200?   
The PAWS 200 is a school-wide positive, prevention focused intervention. It 
applies to all students, all staff and all settings. It consists of several evi-
dence-based behavior management practices. Specifically it utilizes: 1) ver-
bal praise, 2) public posting, 3) the Mystery Motivator, and 4) a variable 
reinforcement schedule. 

 
Why is it so important to focus on teaching positive social behaviors? 
Frequently, the question is asked, “Why should I have to teach kids to 
be good?  They already know what they are supposed to do.  Why can 

I not just expect good behavior?”  That approach works for many students but not for all. 
In the past, school-wide discipline has focused mainly on reacting to specific student misbe-
havior by implementing punishment-based strategies including reprimands, loss of privileg-
es, office referrals, suspensions, and expulsions.  Research has shown that the implementa-
tion of punishment and the absence of other positive strategies, is ineffective.  Introducing, 
modeling, and reinforcing positive social behavior is an important step of a student’s educa-
tional experience.  Teaching behavioral expectations and rewarding students for following 
them is a much more positive approach than waiting for misbehavior to occur before re-
sponding.    

 

How does PAWS 200 work? 

 24 PAWS will be passed out weekly.  All 
staff members will receive a PAW to 
pass out at least monthly.  The staff is 
looking for students who are going 
above and beyond, especially with the 
character trait of the month. 

 
  The students will immediately report to 

the office with their PAWs. 
 
 Students will then sign an autograph 

book and receive a sticker.  Students al-
so choose a number between 1-225 out 
of a basket and place their PAW on the 
corresponding number on the board and 
then return to class. 

 
 This will continue until a line is complete, 

horizontal or vertical. 
 
 When there is a line-up, Ms. Burleson 

will announce the PAWS line-up, and the 
students will earn a Mystery Prize. 

 
 The board is cleared, and the process starts over. 



Play Before Eat 
Our school will be trying a new schedule during our lunch 

break that will allow students to play first and then eat. The 

“Play First Lunch” schedule has been tested by several schools 

and many positive results and benefits: improved student be-

havior o the playground and in the classroom, fewer accidents 

during the lunch breaks, relaxed eating habits due to the fact 

that students are more focused on eating rather than rushing 

to get outside to play, less litter on the school grounds, higher 

consumption of food, increased fluid intake, smoother transi-

tion back to class with students being settled and ready to 

learn.   Before eating lunch,  students will be dismissed to the playground to play followed by 

time to use hand sanitizer and then go to lunch.  

The schedule is . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that the “Play First Lunch” schedule will promote healthy eating and improve stu-

dent achievement.   If you have any questions or comments about this new initiative, please 

contact Marsha Burleson at 412-429-2500. 

Grades Recess Lunch 

Fifth and Sixth 10:30-11:00 11:00-11:30 

Third and 

Fourth 

11:00-11:30 11:30-12:00 

K, First, and 

Second 

11:30-12:00 12:00-12:30 



PTA 

Arrival and Dismissal 

ARRIVAL 

Each morning, students will line up to  come 

into the school at 8:25-8:30.  Grades 1-2 will 

line up where the playground is located.  

Grades 3-6 will line up on the big playground 

where the basketball hoops are located.  Kin-

dergarten will report to the cafeteria.  Stu-

dents can also go to the cafeteria to purchase 

breakfast.   

Teachers will report to the designated areas 

to pick up their classes.  Any student arriving 

after 8:30 will be marked late. 

DISMISSAL 

All dismissal changes must be in writing.   

If your child needs an early dismissal,  please 

send a note in that morning.  Then, we can 

have your child prepared for the dismissal.  

Please do not call after 3 pm for any 

dismissal changes. 

All students in grades K-2 will be dismissed 

on the small playground area.  Parents/

Guardians will be asked to sign their children 

out. 

Students in grades 3-6 will be dismissed on 

the big playground side. 

PTA is collecting donations of  any board 

games, puzzles, and/or toys that can be 

used during our indoor recess times. 

"The PTA is gearing up for another great year to support our students and staff in their endeavor to strive for excellence.  

Join us on Facebook at Crafton Elementary PTA.  
 
Get reminders for important events by getting the "Remind" app and then sign up by sending @08272015 to 81010.  
 
Show up for meetings on the second Monday of each month, except December, at 7 p.m. in the school library. Our first meet-
ing is September 12th. Free child care is available.  
 
Email us at CraftonElementaryPTA @gmail.com. Give us your contact information and let us know when you're available to 
volunteer through Facebook or ask us to email you the link through email. 

http://gmail.com/


As a continuation of the last four years, we are implementing the Olweus Anti-

Bullying program into our school.  This is a district-wide effort.  Our school slogan 

last year was: 

         PAWS-itively PROUD 
 

              
 

      P: Persistent 
       R: Respectful 
      O: Organized 

 U: Unique 

                   D: Driven  

Our kick-off assembly was  Friday, August  26th.  We welcomed the Josh and Gab 

show.  We will continue to discuss the impact of bullying and ways for bystanders 

and victims to stand up to bullying.  Classes will also work to create a new motto/

slogan this year.  The school will vote for a winner. 

If your child reports bullying to you, please contact the school and encourage your 

child to report it to his/her teacher.  If we do not see the bullying, it is difficult for 

us to intervene or follow through with either parties.  Our goal is to intervene and 

allow both the bully and victim to know that the teachers and staff at Crafton have 

zero tolerance for bullying.   


